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Charles O'Neill Conroy

Charles O'Neill Conroy was a twentieth century Newfoundland
solicitor born in Dublin.

Early life

He was born in Dublin in 1871 to James Gervé Conroy, a lineal
male-line descendant of Fearfeasa O'Maolchonaire of the Four
Masters, and Elizabeth O'Neill, who was the only daughter of
Charles Henry (Cathal Ainrf) O Néill, The O'Neill of Clannaboy. He
was brought to St. John's, Newfoundland by his parents at 18
months, where his father became a teacher, lawyer, judge, founder
of the Irish Catholic newspaper the "St. John's Advertiser", two
term MHA for Ferryland and the Avalon Peninsula, and advocate of
formal political ties between Ireland and Newfoundland.

O'Neill Conroy family photo

He was educated in St. John's and in London, where he rented a

room from Mary, the widow of Dr. Weathers, who was the brother of William Weathers, Bishop of
Amyclaw. After returning to Newfoundland, he proposed to Mary's daughter, also Mary, and she and her
mother moved to St. John's. He educated William J. Higgins, who would later be his law partner,
Speaker of the Newfoundland House of Assembly and a judge.

Career

Conroy worked as a solicitor for the City of Saint John's, and while in that role he launched a writ against
the government of Newfoundland to secure funding for the city during the Great Depression. He was
Grand Knight of the Knights of Columbus and launched a successful but non-punitive libel lawsuit
against a citizen who had been misled by the "orange" element, and was circulating lies regarding the
nature of the organisation and a supposed oath, so that future repetitions of the malicious ramours could
be prosecuted. He was also Lieutenant-Colonel and commanding officer of the Newfoundland Catholic
Cadet Corps. Several pictures survive of him in the Newfoundland archives. He was an avid
photographer and salmon fisherman himself, and many of his photographs survive in the Nefwoundland
Quarterly Journal, particularly of the salmon rivers of Newfoundland. There is a pool named Chas.
O'Neill Conroy's Pool after him in the Salmonier River.

Personal life

An only son, he lived at Raheen at 50 Bonaventure Avenue, and left a large family, with several sons and
grandsons serving the executive of the Benevolent Irish Society of St. John's.

The eldest, James O'Neill Conroy, married Elizabeth Anne McGrath, daughter of James Francis
McGrath, whose sons included James M. McGrath and John William McGrath, Theodore Roosevelt's
Secretary who was with him at the assassination attempt on him. Jim and Betty had a boy Padre Carlos
O'Neill Conroy, who was a Priest in Monsefi and for a time made mayor before he died tragically in 1966
in an auto accident, and a girl Sister Margaret O'Neill Conroy who still teaches in Uganda

https://fen.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_0%27Neill_Conroy 1/2



-y VEveaweasw bbb ate A Al o' Ahg i At Sl s JBER ULl b o Bl R s die b L b e s SRR L kg

Mnvan Mac Porois OFN g
“The €'Neill of Clan

Elenduffonrne, o, 1574, r |
presentative of King Niall
the firoat
. -

Aun, dunghror of Con Mue Hevan (FNeill danehter of Sir
Brvun Uaragh Edendulfoarig Arthur M
Wil Tanist of Clannboy | Vikcount lvea

killed 1585

1
Pholiw Dutf o' Noill - Sligla 0V Har

The | Sir Honry Uiz
t NN

Jan b
Ly Castle, aw

N On ehih
Mary U Neill

Family tree of the O'Neill Conroys of Newfoundland and Canada, descended [_M_ore details[

& Sir Bernard Burke - Arms Authorised by the Laws of Heraldry

hitps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_0%27Neill_Conroy#/media/File:O'Neill_Conroy family tree.jpg 1/2



e qu‘:?.z-.(’;-:‘ St oy

o

. " Jirl"llv'Harry Louise'
Elphie Mary/ Hugh Charles/Marqgaret Agnes Weathers Ted(Dad)/Sheila

.

F

Charles O'Neill Conroy, wife Mary Agnes (née Weathers) and the O'Neill Conroys. E More details]

2 Rian O Maolchonaire - Own work

hitps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_0%27Neill_Conroy#/media/File:Charles_O'Neill_Conroy_w_Mary_and_children jpg




A House named “Tearmann”

96 years at 46 Bonaventure Avenue, St. John's, NL

The Neighbourhood

Georgestown, St. John’s first suburb, began to be developed in the early 1800s, starting in
the Hayward Avenue/Fleming Street area, followed by subdivisions in the
Hayward/Mullock Ave and Catherine/William St. areas. The suburb eventually extended
the “Old Town™ of St. John’s from Military Road north to Empire Avenue, including
Bonaventure Avenue.

46 Bonaventure

Mary (Minnie) Aylward McGrath, prominent Water Street business woman, had the
house built (for $5.000.00!) in 1917. Her businesses included the Tremont Hotel, one of
the City’s fashionable hotels in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s, and the nearby Osborne
House.

At the time of its construction, 46 Bonaventure was
on the northern fringe of the city. Belvedere
Orphanage, convent and farm lay across the field to
the west and development was proceeding to the
east, but land to the north was largely rural and
agricultural.

Mary was the third wife of James Francis McGrath
(1859 - 1902), politician and Governor of the
Newfoundland Penitentiary. They were married in
1896 and had three children; Margaret, born in 1897,
who died of polio at the age of nine, Elizabeth Anne
(Betty), born in 1900, who married Lawyer James
O’Neil Conroy and later became Newfoundland’s
second female lawyer, and James Michael Francis
(1902-1975), medical doctor and politician, who
raised his family, first in the town of St. Mary’s, then
at 44 Bonaventure Avenue.

Mary finished rearing her children at 46 Bonaventure and remained there until her death
in 1942 (in her late years, the dining room became her bedroom). Her daughter Betty
lived for a time next door with her in-laws at 50 Bonaventure Avenue (now home of the
.I : - Presentation Sisters). Following the death of her
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passed her law exams and took over his law office.
She then lived for a short time at 46 Bonaventure with
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Evening Telegram, July 24, 1935

her two children, Charlie and Margie.

Both Charlie and Margie would distinguish themselves as missionaries abroad (and
Margie continues to do so). Charlie became a Franciscan Reverend and served in South
America for six years. He was Mayor of Monsefii in northern Peru before his untimely
death at age 38 in a motor vehicle accident, in 1966. Margie has served the under-



privileged as a Religious of the Sacred Heart Sisters in Uganda and Kenya, remarkably,
since 1971 through very trying times that have seen repressive regimes and civil wars.

At age 82, she has vivid memories of 46 Bonaventure Avenue, despite having lived there
for only a few of her early years.

Margie’s first cousin Margaret (Conroy) Henley lived at 46 Bonaventure during WWII
with her three small children while her husband Ted was serving overseas. Their
youngest child, Peter, died of tuberculosis during this time. After living in Gander for a,
period, they returned to St. John's, bought 44 Bonaventure from the McGraths and
finished rearing their family there.

46 Bonaventure was sold to Robert and Douglas Templeton in 1947, and they lived there
for the next 28 years, rearing their 4 daughters. During this time, Robert was co-owner of
R.A. Templeton’s Ltd, the long established Water Street business. He was also an avid
gardener and collector of rare books on Newfoundland and Labrador, some of which
were unfortunately burnt in a fire at the Water Street premises.

The Templetons sold the property to Rosalie Fowler and lan MacDonald, Memorial
University Professor, in the mid-1970s. lan died on Christmas Day, 1978 and Rosalie
subsequently moved to Corner Brook. In 1979, she sold the property to Dennis and
Susan Knight.

Seventeen years earlier, in September, 1962, Susan (Dyer) Knight was preparing to move
to Montreal to attend the Royal Victoria Hospital School of Nursing. The evening before
her departure, her friend Kathryn Templeton hosted a surprise going away party for her at
46 Bonaventure. In 1979, Susan returned to the house as the owner.

Over the next 34 years, Susan and Dennis raised their family in the house. They named it
Tearmann, Irish for Refuge. Dennis operated a consulting business there and Susan went
back to school, starting at Memorial University, then St. Paul’s University in Minnesota
and finishing with her doctorate at the University of London. She was a music teacher,
founded Shallaway and Festival 500 and, in 2012, was appointed the Chancellor of
Memorial University.

Ninety-six years after its construction, Mary McGrath's creation stands proud within an
extended neighbourhood which includes The Rooms, Memorial University and the
historic downtown. It has been a refuge for six families and stands ready for the next
chapter.

D. Knight
26 May. 2013
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April Wine - Wikipedia

April Wine is.a Canadian rock band formed in 1969 and based

in Halifax, Nova Scotia. The band enjoyed international success

in the 1970s and 1980s, releasing more than 20 albums since
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History

Early years

Although April Wine officially began in late 1969 in Waverley,
Nova Scotia, their roots can be traced back to St. John's
Newfoundland in 1967/68. David and Ritchie Henman moved
there when their father took a job at a local furrier company,
Mitchell Furs. They would be heard jamming in a house on the
corner of Bonaventure Avenue and Fleming Street in St. John's
before relocating to Nova Scotia.[314] The original members were
brothers David Henman on guitar and Ritchie Henman on
drums. Their cousin Jim Henman joined in on bass and Myles
Goodwyn completed the sound on lead vocals and guitar. The
band quickly realized that Halifax did not provide immediate
opportunities to play and record, so the band sent a demo tape to
Aquarius Records. Company managers Terry Flood and Donald
K. Tarlton returned a rejection letter but the members mistook it

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/April_Wine

April Wine in concert in 2008

April Wine
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Background information

Origin

Genres

Years active

Labels

Website

Members

Past members

Waverley,
Nova Scotia,
Canada

Hard rock

1969-1986,
1992—present
Aquarius,
MCA, Capitol
www.aprilwine
.ca (http://ww
w.aprilwine.ca)

Myles
Goodwyn
Brian
Greenway
Richard
Lanthier
Roy Nichol

Jim Henman
David Henman
Ritchie
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About Us Beginmings Locations Minislry Journeying Resources Happenings

from treland to
“ Newfoundiand
with an ocean
in between

Blackwater Va‘l'!ey,'Ba!{yg}‘ffﬁn, _!reldnd, . . ' The Narrows
| Nano's birthplace .~ ..~ entrance to St John's harbour

In the early 18th century new seeds of God's creative dream were'piahted in the heart of a young Irish
-~ woman named Nano Nagle who went on to become the Foundress of the Presentation Sssters intreland i m

1776.

"She was a woman who, in her simplicity, dared greatly. .

- dared to let herself be guided by the Spirit of God.

And when he, like some will 0'_thé wisp on the mountains,
led her from the warmth of what was safe and comfortable,

out past the four walls of what was "enough” and "reasonable”,
“~away fram the security of the familiar, tried and proven,
she followed with laughter in her heart.
For she-had-caught a glimpse of the Divine delight
in reversing human logic, in drawing power from weaicness
wr:;dem from folly, life from death.
In this lay her strength.
This ts Nano Nagle.”

— Raphael cGn'se-di_n_e PVEM

Four ptoneerlng Sisters among Nano's foHowers Sisters-Bernard Kirwin, Magdalen O'Shaughnessy, Xavier
Maloney and Xaverius Lynch, carried her vision and spirit to the shores of Newfoundland in 1833. They

came at the mvntatlon of Bishop Michael Fleming to éstablish a school that would offer improved

educational opportunity for girls and young women in St John's. Nano's vision had birthed a response

hitps://www.presentationsisters.ca/begin.htmi
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~that was both broad and penetrating. For the next 175 years our sisters continued to respond to this call.
- Academic learning, spiritual development/religious education and a deep appreciation for the arts and
- music were central to our education min’i's_t_ry armong students, teachers and parents. )

. Mather Bernard Kirwan, Sister Magdatene ("Shaugressy, Sister Xavies Maloney snd Sister Xaverius L)

Nano's spirit, the spirit of these first four women and those who followed them, continue to guide us as
we endeavour in new ways 1o meet today's emerging needs. -

Presentation Sisters, P.O. Box 2100, §t. John's, NL A1C 5R6, CANADA Telephone (709) 753-8340 Emnail Sister Lois Greene

hitps:/fwww.presentationsisters.ca/begin.html 2/2
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