
PDE Heritage – FORM 1 Department of Planning, Development and Engineering 

Heritage Building Designation 

PROPERTY LOCATION 
_____

Civic Address: 

Applicant Name: Phone (h) (c) 

Mailing Address: Email: 

ARCHITECTURE (maximum 35) SECTION A 

E VG G F/P 
1. Style: 20 10 5 0 
2. Construction: 15 8 4 0 
3. Age: 10 8 5 0 
4. Architect: 8 4 2 0 
5. Design: 8 4 2 0 
6. Interior: 4 2 1 0 

Sub Total 

HISTORY (maximum 35) SECTION B 

7. Person: 25 10 5 0 
8. Event: 15 8 4 0 
9. Context: 10 5 2 0 

Sub Total 

ENVIRONMENT (maximum 15) SECTION C 

10. Continuity: 5 3 1 0 
11. Setting: 5 3 1 0 
12. Landmark: 5 3 1 0 

Sub Total 

INTEGRITY (maximum 15) 
SECTION D 

_____ 

13. Site: 5 3 1 0 
14. Alterations: 5 3 2 0 
15. Condition: 5 3 2 0 

Sub Total 
TOTAL SCORE 

SIGNATURE 

Reviewed by:   Date (yyyy-mm-dd) ________ 

E - Excellent VG - Very Good G – Good F/P – Fair/Poor 
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Page 3, 172 Campbell Avenue: 
 
History of the house from Page 1 of Application: 
 
Built over the span of 1932 to 1937, the history of the house is that of the Duff family - 
William and Catherine Duff. They had 3 children, William Jr., Mary Catherine and Elizabeth. 
 
The family owned most of the land in the Ropewalk Lane area, which was mostly farm and 
industrial land.  
 
William ran a machine shop on the adjoining property, where they lived upstairs above the 
machine shop, while in his off time he built the house over a span of 5 years.  
 
He honoured the history of ships and shipping in Newfoundland by fashioning fixtures and 
designs to replicate a ship, even including starboard light in the kitchen. 
 
Elizabeth moved into the house with her family, as a young girl, and spent the rest of her life 
there, watching her neighbourhood, her city and the world change over the years, until her 
death in 2016 at the age of 90, when she passed away on her birthday.  
 
Elizabeth was part of the change happening around her. Unknowingly, she was a pioneer for 
the women’s movement, a woman ahead of her time. She was the first female Clerk of the 
House of Assembly in Newfoundland Labrador; and indeed the first female clerk of any 
legislative body in all of Canada.  
 
 





 
To Whom It May Concern, 

The St. John’s Status of Women’s Council supports the designation of 172 Campbell 
Avenue as a Heritage site. We recognize the contribution of this home to the 
architectural heritage of the area, and understand the importance of preserving its 
future through a Heritage Designation. The unique interior and exterior of this home 
have been maintained for decades, all the while honouring the history of the home. 
Particularly in recent years, the home has been refurbished by Brace Holdings Inc.  

We acknowledge the service of Elizabeth Duff, who was was born and raised in this 
home. She remained there until her passing in 2016, when she was 90 years old. 
Elizabeth was the first female Clerk of the House of Assembly of Newfoundland and 
Labrador, making her the first female clerk of any legislative assembly in Canada.  

We support the application for Heritage Designation and acknowledge that this is an 
important step toward protecting a piece of the city’s history, both with regards to the 
architectural heritage as well as heritage of the women’s community. 

Thank you for considering this request. 

 

 

Laura Winters 

Executive Director,  

St. John’s Status of Women Council 

laura@sjwomenscentre.ca 

 





St. John's Telephone Directory, 1931 
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