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Title:                        50 Bonaventure Avenue, Heritage Designation 
 
Date Prepared:               September 29, 2020 
 
Report To:          Built Heritage Experts Panel   
 
Councillor and Role:  Councillor Maggie Burton, Planning & Development 
 
Ward:    Ward 2              

 
Issue:  
To review an application for Heritage Designation at 50 Bonaventure Avenue.  
 
Discussion – Background and Current Status: 
The City received an application to designate the building at 50 Bonaventure Avenue as a 
Heritage Building. The subject property is located within Heritage Area 2, is designated 
Residential Downtown under the St. John’s Municipal Plan and is zoned Residential Medium 
Density (R2). Should Council designate the building as a Heritage Building, discretionary uses 
in the R2 Zone include Heritage Use.   
 
The staff review, including the Designation Criteria review, has not been completed to date and 
therefore this application is presented to the Built Heritage Experts Panel (BHEP) as an 
Information Note. Following staff review, a Decision Note regarding the application will be sent 
to the BHEP for an e-vote. The item is added to the BHEP Agenda in order to allow the 
applicant to attend as a delegation and answer any questions the Panel may have. 
 
Background information submitted by the applicant is attached. Should Council decide to 
proceed with designating the building, the applicants will apply for a Heritage Use under the R2 
Zone. The subject property is currently a Bed & Breakfast and the applicant would like to offer 
High Tea at the property. Under the St. John’s Development Regulations, this would be 
considered a café/Eating Establishment which is not permitted under the R2 Zone. If the 
building is designated, Council could consider the café as a discretionary Heritage Use. The 
applicants would like to include an area in the café which describes the history of the building.  
 
Key Considerations/Implications: 
 

1. Budget/Financial Implications: Not applicable.  
 

2. Partners or Other Stakeholders: Neighbouring property owners and residents; heritage 
organizations.  
 

 

INFORMATION NOTE 
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Information Note  Page 2 
50 Bonaventure Avenue, Heritage Designation 
 

 

 
3. Alignment with Strategic Directions/Adopted Plans:  

St. John’s Strategic Plan 2019-2029 - A Sustainable City – Plan for land use and 
preserve and enhance the natural and built environment where we live.  
 

4. Legal or Policy Implications: Should Council decide to designate the building, a Heritage 
By-Law will be prepared.  
 

5. Privacy Implications: Not applicable.  
 

6. Engagement and Communications Considerations: Not applicable.  
 

7. Human Resource Implications: Not applicable.  
 

8. Procurement Implications: Not applicable. 
 

9. Information Technology Implications: Not applicable.  
 

10. Other Implications: Not applicable.  
 
Conclusion/Next Steps:  
Following completion of staff review, including a Designation Criteria review, a Decision Note 
will be sent to the Built Heritage Experts Panel for an e-vote.  
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50 Bonaventure Avenue, Heritage Designation 
 

 

 
50 Bonaventure Avenue 
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50 Bonaventure Avenue, Heritage Designation 
 

 

Report Approval Details 

Document Title: 50 Bonaventure Avenue, Heritage Designation.docx 

Attachments: - 50 Bonaventure Avenue - Attachments.pdf 

Final Approval Date: Sep 29, 2020 

 

This report and all of its attachments were approved and signed as outlined below: 

Ken O'Brien - Sep 29, 2020 - 1:20 PM 

Jason Sinyard - Sep 29, 2020 - 2:46 PM 
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Minutes of Built Heritage Experts Panel 

 

August 19, 2020 

12:00 p.m. 

Virtual 

 

Present: Glenn Barnes, Chairperson 

 Bruce Blackwood, Contractor 

 Garnet Kindervater, Contractor 

 Rachel Fitkowski, Landscape Architect 

  

Regrets: Dawn Boutilier, Planner 

 Mark Whalen, Architecture 

  

Staff: Ken O'Brien, Chief Municipal Planner 

 Ann Marie Cashin, Heritage and Urban Planner 

 Maureen Harvey, Legislative Assistant 

 Kent Decker, Senior Building Inspector 

  

 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 

Moved By Garnet Kindervater 

Seconded By Bruce Blackwood 

That the agenda be adopted as presented 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

3. ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES 

3.1 Adoption of Minutes - May 27, 2020 
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Moved By Rachel Fitkowski 

Seconded By Bruce Blackwood 

That the minutes of the meeting held May 27, 2020 be adopted as 

presented. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

4. PRESENTATIONS/DELEGATIONS 

4.1 331 Water Street, Fascia and Wall Signs, SGN2000051 

The City received an application for fascia and wall signs at 331 Water 

Street. The subject property is located in Heritage Area 1, the Commercial 

Downtown District of the St. John’s Municipal Plan and is zoned 

Commercial Central Retail (CCR). The building is under construction and 

is not a designated Heritage Building. 

The sign application is brought to the Panel because the proposed signs 

exceed the maximum size set out in the Heritage Area Sign By-law. 

Pursuant to Section 20 of the By-law, the Heritage Advisory Committee 

may recommend to Council the acceptance of certain non-conforming 

signs whose particular design or situation merit such consideration and 

Council may accept or reject the recommendation, provided that the sign 

does not contravene the provisions of the St. John’s Sign By-Law. Note, 

the proposed signage here does not contravene the Sign By-Law. 

The attached renderings include signs for BMO (the Bank of Montreal) 

and for a future main tenant and other tenant. However, the applicant has 

indicated that they are seeking approval only for the four BMO signs at 

this time. Once the other tenants are confirmed, they will seek a separate 

sign approval at that time. 

Francisc Templer attended the meeting as the delegation to present his 

proposal for signage on the BMO building on Water Street. 

Discussion took place with the following recommendation brought forward: 

Recommendation 

Moved By Garnet Kindervater 

Seconded By Bruce Blackwood 

That Council approve all four signs numbered as S1, S2, S3 and S4, on 

the attached renderings and further that the proposed “Major Tenant” 
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signs (S10, S11 and S12), once applications have been submitted, be 

relocated to the area below the 2nd storey  of the building.  Should the 

signs exceed the guidelines of the Heritage Area Sign By-law, they must 

be brought back to the Panel for further consideration.“ 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

4.2 172 Campbell Avenue, Heritage Designation 

The City received an application to designate the building at 172 Campbell 

Avenue as a Heritage Building. The subject property is located outside of 

the St. John’s Heritage Areas, is designated Residential Medium Density 

under the St. John’s Municipal Plan and is zoned Residential Medium 

Density (R2). Should Council designate the building as a Heritage 

Building, discretionary uses in the R2 Zone include Heritage Use.   

Discussion took place with staff providing a history of the building.  It was 

agreed that if designated by Council and the use of the building changes, 

it would require further review by the City. 

 

Moved By Bruce Blackwood 

Seconded By Garnet Kindervater 

Council approve the proposed heritage designation of 172 Campbell 

Avenue as presented and as supported by the NL Historic Trust and the 

Status of Women's Council. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

5. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

6.1 Metal Roofs in Heritage Areas 

The City has received a request from a property owner to consider more 

than shingle-style metal roofs on residential buildings; see the attached 

memo. The owner would like to replace scalloped shingles on a mansard 

roof with a batten-seam metal roof.  They claim that batten-seam metal is 

the only heritage-appropriate, visually attractive, long-lasting, and 

achievable solution for their mansard repair. To date, an application for 

renovations at the subject property has not been received.  
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Staff did, however, reminded the Panel of its position of last year as 

follows; 

That the following apply to the use of modern roof materials in heritage 

areas: 

 Shingle-style metal roofs for residential dwellings will be permitted 

subject to the material replicating heritage style. Non-residential 

buildings may be permitted other styles of metal roofs if the style 

replicates the existing roof style. 

 Solar Panels will be permitted as long as they are not visible from the 

street. 

 

Moved By Bruce Blackwood 

Seconded By Rachel Fitkowski 

That Council reject the assertion that a batten-seam roof is the most 

appropriate material to use in residential buildings of heritage areas and 

stand by its position of 2019 as follows: 

That the following apply to the use of modern roof materials in heritage 

areas: 

 Shingle-style metal roofs for residential dwellings will be permitted 

subject to the material replicating heritage style. Non-residential 

buildings may be permitted other styles of metal roofs if the style 

replicates the existing roof style. 

  

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 1:20 pm 

 

 

_________________________ 

GLENN BARNES, CHAIR 
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Title:       2020 Heritage Financial Incentives Program  
 
Date Prepared:  September 28, 2020   
 
Report To:    Built Heritage Experts Panel    
 
Councillor and Role: Maggie Burton, Built Heritage Experts Panel  
 
Ward:    N/A    
  

Decision/Direction Required: To seek approval of the grant applications, subject to 
compliance with requirements of the Heritage Financial Incentives Program 
 
Discussion – Background and Current Status:  
Council approved the City’s Heritage Financial Incentives Program on July 25, 2016 and offers 
two types of grants: 
 

1. Heritage Maintenance Grant; and 
2. Heritage Conservation Grant.  

 
The City has received thirty-one (31) applications for the 2020 Grant program, which is on-par 
with 2019 and a large increase from previous years. Prior to 2019 the number of applications 
received ranged from seven (7) to fourteen (14). The increase is due in part to increased 
promotion, as well as the program becoming more well-known as we enter its fifth year. In 
addition, in 2020 the provincial government also launched a Residential Construction Rebate 
Program as a means to stimulate the economy and employment in the province’s construction 
industry during the COVID-19 pandemic. In general the City has seen an increase in 
renovation applications due to this program.  
 
The applications have been prioritized based on the High, Medium and Low Priority 
descriptions listed below: 
 

 High Priority – consist of designated Heritage Buildings, first-time applications, and 
projects that include the preservation, restoration and weatherproofing of historic 
elements rather than cosmetic improvements. 

 Medium Priority – consist of restoration/conservation projects that bring the building 
closer into compliance with the City’s Heritage provisions.  

 Low Priority – consist of maintenance and construction work that does not significantly 
bring the building closer into compliance with the City’s Heritage provisions.  

 
In 2019 it was noted that priority tended to be given to Heritage Conservation Grants and only 
a few Heritage Maintenance Grants were awarded. Therefore, Council directed that $10,000 of 
the overall 2020 budget be dedicated to Heritage Maintenance Grants.  

DECISION/DIRECTION NOTE 
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Decision/Direction Note  Page 2 
2020 Heritage Financial Incentives Program 
 

 
Due to the number of applications received, this year the requests for funding exceed the 
City’s budget for this program. All applications have been assessed and prioritized and there 
are tentatively twenty-three (23) applications recommended for approval. Information on each 
application will be sent to the Built Heritage Experts Panel under a separate cover 
because the list is currently in draft form. Some applications required clarification and 
confirmation that appropriate permits were obtained prior to finalizing the recommendation. If 
all listed applications are approved, the estimated total of the 2020 grant funding is 
approximately $60,000 plus permit waiver. This number may change slightly during final 
review. Any applicant who did not obtain a permit for work completed will be removed from the 
recommendation to Council.  
 
Key Considerations/Implications: 
 

1. Budget/Financial Implications:  
The City budgeted $60,000 in the 2020 Budget. Twenty-three (23) grant applications 
are tentatively recommended for approval for a total of approximately $60,000 plus 
waiver of the permit fees.   
 
Council should note that applicants are given two (2) years to complete the work listed 
in the grant application. Currently, there is approximately $19, 700 in outstanding grants 
to be claimed that were issued in 2019 Grant Program. Outstanding payment for the 
2018 Grant Program were to be submitted by May 28, 2020 and have since expired.  
 

2. Partners or Other Stakeholders:  
The City will partner with property owners through the Heritage Financial Incentive 
Program.   
 

3. Alignment with Strategic Directions/Adopted Plans:  
St. John’s Strategic Plan 2019-2029 - A Sustainable City – Plan for land use and 

preserve and enhance the natural and built environment where we live.  

 
4. Legal or Policy Implications: Not applicable.  

 
5. Privacy Implications: Not applicable.  

 
6. Engagement and Communications Considerations: The Grant Program was promoted 

through the City’s website, public notice emails, and social media.   
 

7. Human Resource Implications: Not applicable.  
 

8. Procurement Implications: Not applicable.  
 

9. Information Technology Implications: Not applicable.  
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2020 Heritage Financial Incentives Program 
 

10. Other Implications: Not applicable.  
 
Recommendation: 
That the Built Heritage Experts Panel review the documentation provided regarding the 2020 
Heritage Financial Incentives Program and make a recommendation to Council on this matter.   
  
 
Prepared by: Ann-Marie Cashin, MCIP, Planner III – Urban Design & Heritage 
Approved by: Ken O’Brien, MCIP, Chief Municipal Planner  
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2020 Heritage Financial Incentives Program 
 

Report Approval Details 

Document Title: 2020 Heritage Financial Incentives Program.docx 

Attachments:  

Final Approval Date: Sep 29, 2020 

 

This report and all of its attachments were approved and signed as outlined below: 

Ken O'Brien - Sep 29, 2020 - 1:23 PM 

Jason Sinyard - Sep 29, 2020 - 1:51 PM 
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